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The Office of Attorney General is one of the oldest

in Government. Dating back in an unbroken line

– in function if not in title – at least as far as 15th

century England, the first reference to the

Attorney General is recorded in 1461.

The Attorney General is the chief legal adviser

to the Government of the day, assisted in this role

by the Solicitor General. The present holder of the

Office, the Rt Hon The Lord Goldsmith QC, has

been in post since June 2001 and has been deeply

involved in the great raft of modernising reforms,

as Tony Blair’s Government has worked to

produce a coherent criminal justice system for the

21st century.

The Joined-up Justice initiative has brought

the three justice departments – The Home Office,

the Department for Constitutional Affairs and the

Office of the Attorney General – into a closer

than ever partnership at the heart of government.

This summer’s launch of the CJS Strategic Plan

for Criminal Justice Cutting Crime, Delivering Justice,

was presented by the three senior Ministers

responsible for criminal justice, David Blunkett,

Lord Falconer and Lord Goldsmith. Their preface

to the plan summed up the underlying drive thus:

“to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and to

make people feel safer.”

Speaking shortly after the launch, Lord Goldsmith

told Criminal Justice Management: “Prosecutors

are beginning to have a much greater influence on

the emerging criminal justice programme. I think

this is because of the increasingly important role

of the Crown Prosecution Service in the system –

the prosecutors are now getting involved much
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In an exclusive interview for CJM, the Attorney General
told Colin Graham about the Government’s strategy for
developing a coherent, public-facing justice service




